
Draft Minutes.
Burton & Winkton Parish Council
20 January 2026.

Minutes of the Meeting of Burton & Winkton Parish Council held this day at Burton Community Centre commencing at 7.30pm.

Present: Maxine Mussell (Chair), Michael Connolly, David Flagg, Haida Nazar, Diane Hetherington, Trish Hetherington, and Alison Ramsey.

Also present: T Mayled (Clerk) plus 3 residents.


Part 1 Open Items.
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	26/001
	Apologies for Absence.
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Tom Smith
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	26/002
	To Confirm the Minutes of the Meeting Held on 2 December 2025.
The minutes were then taken as read, confirmed as a true record and to be signed by the Chair. Proposed Cllr D Hetherington and Resolution passed.


	

	
	
	

	26/003
	Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests. 
Cllr Mussell declared her business interest through Hut Wash and Mussell construction for handyman work. 
Cllr Flagg declared he would not take part in any planning discussions.

	

	
	

	

	
	Public Participation.

One resident raised their concerns regarding a recent dog attack outside Martins Hill recreation ground. The resident felt that if wire mesh had been attached to the new gate as per the old one this may have prevented the attack.
The Chair explained that the gates meet the latest regulations.
The resident asked if retro fitting of some form of mesh would be reconsidered. This was agreed and Cllr T Hetherington will research the options and costs. 

The possibility of signage asking for dogs to be kept on their leads will also be considered.
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	26/004









	Chairman’s Comments.

The Chair reminded councillors that the designated parish council email should be used at all times.

The Chair also reported that she had met members of Sopley parish council and Bransgore and hoped to build relationships with these neighbours.


	







	
	
	

	26/005

	Planning Applications.

There were no objections to the present applications.
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26/007
	Correspondence including A/Dog attack/barriers at Martins Hill Rec.

The Chair advised that this item should in future state for information only.
Regarding the dog attack the Chair confirmed that the Dog warden and Police had been advised.

Please see response above.

The Chair has also contacted the Police for advice regarding fireworks which were used over the New Year and the Clerk confirmed that he had provided the contact details and out of hours emergency contact number for BCP council to one resident relating to the same matter.

A response to a previous enquiry from a resident on various points had been circulated but the councillors felt the reply had answered the concerns.


Discuss & agree actions to support an NHS Doctors facility in the parish. 

Cllr Flagg presented his motion which had been circulated prior to the meeting and was seconded by Cllr Nazar.

The motion was supported in principle by all, and it was agreed a letter be sent to the ICB in support of a future NHS doctors/medical facility within the parish. However as is the case with any parish council one business cannot be supported over another. 


Cllr Flagg raised his concerns in the delay in progressing this matter and proposed a vote of support for a new surgery with a recorded vote.

Cllrs Flagg, Ramsey, T Hetherington, D Hetherington, Connolly, Mussell & Nazar voted all in favour.

The Clerk was asked to produce a letter to the NHS in support and one to SCM explaining the parish council’s position.
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	26/008
	Discuss flooding across the parish. 
The Clerk explained that BCP Highways had advised that the police were responsible for enforcing any road closure due to flooding while the Police had advised this was the responsibility of the council.
The Clerk was instructed to contact BCP council again and ask that when the road under the bridge is closed a total closure is in place so that vehicles cannot force their way through and diversion signs are in place. 
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	To receive the Police Report.
Cllr Flagg reported that the last two planned meetings had been cancelled by the Police and that the next meeting was due on the 5th February.
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	Ward Councillors Report.
Cllr Flagg advised that the next BCP council meeting was on the 9th February with the budget setting meeting due on the 24Th.
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	To receive reports from the Environment & Amenities including.
A/	Flagpole for Burton Green.
B/	Football request to terminate lease.
C/    Scouts electrical socket
D/    Dog bag dispensers Winkton Sports fields
E/     Fingerpost repairs

 
A/ The Chair advised that the quote had been updated and now included a coastal wind calculation and two flags. The new cost was £2232.89 net with a lead time of 4 to 6 weeks. Proposed by Cllr D Hetherington and Resolution passed.


B/ The Clerk advised that the solicitors had been chased again but that a response was still awaited. The Clerk will phone to chase.



C/ The Clerk advised that the scouts had responded to the email concerning their lights & locking the car park which the Clerk would circulate. 


D/ Cllr Connoly presented a map with the proposed locations of additional dog bag dispensers around the area.
       It is believed that the grass verges are owned by BCP council who will need to provide agreement to the proposal. The Clerk was instructed to contact the council to obtain permission.

E/ The Clerk prior to the meeting had advised that the new fingerpost arm was due to be fitted in the next 2 weeks.
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	26/012
	Discuss any village events including A/Raising the cross on Burton green B/Maypole event 2026.

A/ Await details from the URC 
B/ The School has confirmed the 1st May commencing at 2pm.
Cllr D Hetherington will consult with the school closer to the date.
The Chair requested that the scout’s carnival is added to the next agenda. The Clerk was asked to research the cost of a pop-up canopy to house a display for the event.
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	Burton Community Centre updates including
A/ Discuss Leylandii hedge work.
B/ Discuss Grant application/award and agree associated expenditure. 
C/ Discuss & agree new hourly cleaning rate.

A/ The Clerk advised that a revised start date of the 26 January had been offered by the tree surgeons to avoid the bird nesting season. The councillors agreed to accept this date. The Clerk will produce a letter of notification for the residents impacted by the work and the Chair volunteered to deliver.

B/ The Chair advised that all the planned work was progressing to schedule. The new boiler had been installed, the interior lighting up dated to LED style and the loft installation completed.
       The roof cleaning and any required roof maintenance was booked for the February half term.

C/Cllr D Hetherington prior to the meeting had researched comparison cleaning rates and supplied supporting information which had been circulated to all councillors.
       Proposed to increase the hourly rate for Hutwash to £15 per hour after a brief discussion proposed by Cllr Connolly and Resolution passed for the increase to be implemented from January 2026.
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	26/014





	Discuss unregistered land review.
Cllr Connolly reported that the review of farmland regarding the registered owners had been completed he will now review the green spaces throughout the parish to ascertain ownership. 
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26/016








26/017




            
	To discuss Community Speedwatch including A/ SID/VAS sign repairs/removal. 
Cllr D Hetherington reported that due to unsuitable weather conditions and members of the team unable to attend due to health issues no event had taken place.
The Clerk reported that BCP Council claimed that the SID/VAS were not functional when they inherited them from Christchurch council and were identified as uneconomical to repair. 
The Chair pointed out that the Speedwatch events proved that these signs were required. 


Discuss budget 2026/27 & Precept requirement. 
Following discussions at the previous meeting it was confirmed that a 2% increase (this figure will be slightly higher for residents due to a decrease in the tax base as advised by BCP council) in the precept would be requested.
The total precept will increase by 2% to a total figure of £30017 for 2026/27. 
The Clerk will inform BCP Council of the precept requirement.

Discuss potential parish projects for 2026.
Discussion held regarding proposed future plans for the parish.
Cllr Nazar suggested a memorial and will research costs and options.
Other proposals included improving the plant displays, which Cllr Ramsey will research, replacement of the wooden bus stop on the green, a bench for the other stop, improvements to the Avon valley signage and reconfiguration of the village green. Replacement of the silhouette figures.
Cllr D Hetherington suggested ideas should be considered for Winkton including a fingerpost. The Clerk was instructed to contact BCP Council to resurrect the proposal which BCP council never responded to.
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	26/018






26/019



























26/020






	Neighbourhood Plan briefing & update.
Cllr Connolly reported no update as the parish plan is running along the BCP plan.
He will contact Jo Witherden to discuss the latest situation.



Discuss & agree.
A/Amended staffing committee terms of reference.
B/New draft contract for the Clerk
C/New draft job description
D/New salary rate for the Clerk back dated to April 2025.

A/Updated terms circulated prior to the meeting with the proposal to have a maximum of three members.

B/ Details had been circulated with the updated version including reference to salary increases in line with NALC salary scale each year,6 monthly performance reviews, hours referenced and pension decision quoted. 

C/Job description produced. 

D/Proposed by Cllr Ramsey and resolution passed.

Further work will commence regarding policy updates and introduction of additional policies. 

The Chair then introduced items not on the agenda.
1/ Record of councillor training
2/ Records of last year’s DATA breach 

The Clerk explained that the request should be made by the parish council as a body and not just by one councillor. Agreed by the majority the information could be circulated.


Discuss second account & debit card application.
The Clerk advised he had managed to speak with the bank today and an update from them should follow in 5/7 days confirming if the second account could be opened.
Once the account is opened a debit card application can be completed.
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	Financial Statement as of 9 September 2025 as attached. 
Resolved to ratify payment of above accounts. Annexed to these minutes.
Proposed by Cllr Mussell and Resolution passed.

	






	
	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.07 pm.
	

	
	
	

	
	Date of next meeting Tuesday 24 February at Burton Community Centre, Sandy Plot at 7.30pm.


Signed…………………….              Date…………………
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